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Women and the Priesthood

Women and the Priesthood

There is no question that women can be great, holy and extremely effective leaders in the church.
They are great saints, Doctors of the Church, founders of worldwide institutions and movements.

 Women can be holy servants of the Gospel.
 The priesthood is not a question of merit or qualifications; it’s a question of calling and of

gender specific symbolism as expressed by the Fatherhood of God and the Manhood of
Jesus Christ.

 Priests are male because gender differentiation is pertinent to the self revelation of
God as Father in history. (Michael Novak, ‘Women, Ordination, and Angels’, First Things,
1993)

GOD IS NOT DEMOCRATIC
 God is not a democracy, nor is He egalitarian. God is a mystery, and He acts according to

His great purpose, which often is incomprehensible to us.
 The priestly calling is a life changing indelible transfer of the identity of Christ, the Priestly

King to those sons who are chosen according to His purpose.

JESUS IS A MAN, GOD IS FATHER
Christ came as a man, not as a woman.

 God the Father, although pure spirit, has chosen to present Himself according to the qualities
associated with Fatherhood, not Motherhood.

 Christ came as a man, not to exclude or discriminate against women, but to show the kind of
qualities the Father gave Him to model: leadership, authority, decisiveness, provision.

 He can only be represented in the sacramental sense by men, not women.
 The culture demands that we impose our 20th century gender politics on a matter of

doctrine that has been commonly understood for 2000 years.
 The Fatherhood of God is a theological and ontological reality, not a social paradigm.
 Jesus chose the Apostles freely and in consultation with the Father, no one else.

JESUS IS THE BRIDEGROOM
 Jesus came as the Bridegroom, we are the Bride.
 Only a man can be a Bridegroom and Husband. No woman can be a bridegroom. She is to

be the Bride, the Wife.
 Therefore men have the proper gender to represent Christ as the Bridegroom of the Church,

women do not.
Does this mean they are inferior?
This in no way denigrates or belittles the awesome dignity of women. The Gospels and the
Church teach that although men and women are equally precious to God and equal in dignity,
they are not identical.

 Gerhard Ludwig Muller in his book on “Priesthood and Diaconate”, Ignatius press, states clearly:
‘the perennial practice of the Catholic church of conferring the Sacrament of Holy Orders only upon
baptized men who are in full communion with it, is unanimous….only a man can receive this
Sacrament validly, not because of the superiority of men over women, but because the Sacrament
of orders presupposes the natural symbolism of the relation between husband and wife.’
‘The church cannot reengineer her clergy to suit contemporary tastes.”
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ALL ARE ONE IN CHRIST
When Paul says in Galatians 3:28 that there is no longer man or woman, slave or freedman, all are
one in Christ, he does not mean that men and women are exactly the same in every way.

 He means that both receive the universal call to become children of God. This call is the same
for all, regardless of sex, race, age, and social status.

 This does not mean that the function and service (Inter Insigniores) of each is identical.
 There must be diversity in this area or there would be no family unity, the basic building block of

society.
 Today the culture teaches that gender is exclusively a matter of “feelings” – that we should no

longer let the biological realities of our bodies dictate whether we are male or female.
 Men and women function in a complementary fashion to produce an irreplaceable organism:

the family.
 Even in the absence of the family, men and women work together to achieve the kingdom of

God by using their own unique God given qualities.
 The fact that women cannot be priests should not sadden us. Women can be saints, and in

the kingdom of God the greatest are the saints, not the ministers . (Inter Insigniores, II, no.6).

THERE IS NO ‘RIGHT’ TO BE A PRIEST
 Finally, the priesthood is no one’s ‘right’; it is a gift and a calling made by God, who calls very

few for this purpose.
 We have no constitutional right to be ministers or priests, and indeed Baptism confers no

such right on us when we receive it. With Baptism rather we receive the priesthood of
believers, where we are all called to represent the Lord and His Church to the world and to offer
sacrifice of praise.

 One who is called to be a priest is not called to it for his own honor and advantage; he is called
to it for the exclusive and self sacrificial service to the Church.

 CCC 1577 "Only a baptized man (vir) validly receives sacred ordination." The Lord Jesus
chose men (viri) to form the college of the twelve apostles, and the apostles did the same when
they chose collaborators to succeed them in their ministry. The college of bishops, with whom the
priests are united in the priesthood, makes the college of the twelve an ever-present and ever-
active reality until Christ's return. The Church recognizes herself to be bound by this choice made
by the Lord himself. For this reason the ordination of women is not possible.

 CCC 1578 No one has a right to receive the sacrament of Holy Orders. Indeed no one
claims this office for himself; he is called to it by God. Anyone who thinks he recognizes the signs
of God's call to the ordained ministry must humbly submit his desire to the authority of the
Church, who has the responsibility and right to call someone to receive orders. Like every grace
this sacrament can be received only as an unmerited gift.

 John Paul II’s apostolic letter on the Ordination of Priests Ordinatio Sacerdotalis (1994), stated
very clearly:
”...The Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women”.
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BOTTOM LINE
 The Sacrament of Holy Orders is based on Divine Revelation.

 Mary the Mother of God was the perfect Disciple, sinless and full of grace. If any woman should
be considered for the priesthood it would have to be her. YET, her Son Jesus did not call her to
be a priest.

 The Church is not a democracy; it is a divinely guided hierarchy with different callings and
roles. It is not based on public opinion polls or majority rule.

 When Jesus abolished the Old Testament Levitical Priesthood based on blood lines and
descendance from Levi He perfected the Law by establishing the ministerial Priesthood
based on a Sacrament.

 If Jesus is God then He could not have been conditioned by the patriarchal culture of His time.
To assert so is to deny His very Divinity.

 If Jesus founded His Church on the Rock of Peter and promised that the Gates of Hell would not
prevail against it, how then could he have started out ‘wrong’ with the male priesthood and
allowed that basic fundamental flaw to be a constitutive element of the Church?

 If women are oppressed, instrumentalized and exploited in our culture today it is precisely
because the world is sliding back into an aggressive pagan ethos which denies human personal
dignity and reduces all contributions to those deemed ‘useful’ by the academic and political elite.
The disenfranchised women of the Greek and Roman state were redeemed and valued in the
Christian law codified under Constantine, which provided the first instances in history of rights for
women, children, slaves and prisoners. The farther society is from the wisdom of divine
Revelation, the more women are oppressed.

The Fatherhood of God is a theological and ontological reality, not a social paradigm.

As always the “No” of the Church is traced back to a greater and higher “Yes” to the true, the
beautiful, and God’s best plan for humanity.
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